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COURSE CODE: POL 318 
COURSE TITLE: FOREIGN POLICY ANALYSIS 
CREDIT UNIT: 3 
COURSE DURATION: 2 HOURS PER WEEK 
 
COURSE LECTURER:  Dr. H. Efanodor-Obeten 

 
 
INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOME: On completion of this course students 
should be able to: 

 Explain the various conceptions used in foreign policy analysis 
  Identify the range of analytic levels or approaches that can be employed in 

foreign policy analysis. 
  Explain the problems of foreign policy analysis  
 Identify the components of foreign policy 
 Evaluate the unitary actor and rational decision making 
  Identify capability factors and their impact on foreign policy decision 

making. 
 Describe  the organization, rational and bureaucratic politics of foreign policy 

decision making 
 Acquire competence and skills in analyzing foreign policy of major and 

emerging  
Powers. 

 
COURSE DETAILS  
 
Course description: The course provides the various conceptions used in foreign 
policy analysis; transactional flows, the interplay of domestic and external factors, 
ideological and national interest considerations, and techniques of foreign policy, 
application of these concepts to the examination of foreign policies of major powers; 
United States, United Kingdom, Russia, France, China and the emerging powers 
such as India, Japan, Pakistan, Iran and Israel; as well as African States.   
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Course Schedule  

WEEK 1: What is Foreign Policy? 
 Definition of foreign Policy 
 The nature of Foreign Policy 

 
WEEK 2: Foreign Policy and National Interest 

 What is national interest 
 Categories of interest 
 National interest controversies: the debate 
 Linkage between foreign policy and national interest 

 
WEEK 3: Components of Foreign Policy 

 Principles governing the selection of aims and goals of Foreign Policy 
 Elements/ factors influencing Foreign Policy 

 
WEEK 4: Foreign Policy Analysis 

 Levels of Analysis 
 Problems of Foreign Policy Analysis 

 
WEEK 5: Approaches to Foreign Policy Analysis 

 Traditional /classical approach 
 
WEEK 6: Approaches to Foreign Policy Analysis 

 Power and political economy approach 
 
WEEK 7: Approaches to Foreign Policy Analysis 

 Behavourial/scientific approach 
 Decision making and the linkage approach  

 
WEEK 8: Foreign Policy decision making model 

 The rational policy model 
 Organization process model 
 Bureaucratic politics model 
 Constraints on foreign policy making 

 
WEEK 9: Capability factors and their impact on policy decision 

 Structural characteristics/geographic influence 
 Types of government 
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 Military and economic capabilities 
 
WEEK 10: Foreign policy of United States  
 
WEEK 11: Nigeria Foreign Policy 
WEEK 12 Revision  
 

RESOURCES 

• Lecturer’s Office Hours: 
• Dr. Efanodor-Obeten Harriet Mondays –Wednesday 12:30-2:30pm.  
•Course lecture Notes:http://www.edouniversity.edu.ng/oer/ppa/pol318.pdf 
 
Reading Lists  
Adesola, F. (2004) International Relations: An Introductory text. Ibadan: College 

Press and Publisher Ltd. 
 
Akinboye, O. S. & Ottoh, O. F. (2005). A Systematic Approach to International 

Relations. Lagos: Concept Publications. 
 
Akindele, R.A. and Ate, B.A. (2000) Selected Readings in Nigeria’s Foreign Policy 

and International Relations. Lagos: Nigerian Institute of International 
Affairs. 

 
Baylis, J. & Smith, S. (Eds). (2001). The Globalisation of World Politics – An 

Introduction to International Relations (2nd ed.). Oxford: Oxford 
University Press. 

 
Brown, C. and Ainley K. (2005) Understanding International Relations. New York: 

Palgrave Macmilan. 
 
Dougherty, J. E. & Robert, L. P. Jr. (1997). Contending Theories of International 

Relations: A Comprehensive Survey. New York: Longman.  
 
Mingst, K. (1999) Essentials of International Relations. London: Norton and 

Company. 
 
Olusanya, G.O. and Akindele, RA. (1990) The Structure and Processes of Foreign 

Policy Making and Implementation in Nigeria 1960-1990. Lagos: 
Nigerian Institute of International Affairs. 
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Pearson, F & Rochester, M.J. (1997). International Relations: the Global Conditions 

in the Twenty-First Century. New York: The McGraw-Hill Companies, 
Inc. 

 
Rosenau. I.N. (ed.) (1969), International Politics and Foreign Policy. New York: 

Free Press. 
 
Dauda Saleh (2002) Foreign Policy: Formulation and Analysis. Nigeria: Caltop 

Publications Limited. 

Obi E. A. (2006) Fundamentals of Nigerian Foreign Policy. Onitsha: Book point 

LTD. 

Assignments & Grading 
Course Assessment Scheme 

Continuous Assessment  Marks 

In class test 5 marks 

Assignment  5 marks 

Quizzes/presentation 5 marks 

Mid semester test 15 marks 

Examination  

End of semester examination  70 marks 

Total  100% 

                               

From the table above there are four continuous assessment tasks, the four assessment 
tasks are seen as complementary opportunities for students to show the extent to 
which they have achieved the course objectives.  The end of semester examination 
will be based on marking guide. 
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Attendance: Attendance is compulsory, 70% class attendance to enable candidate 

seat for exams 

Test/ Assignment Submission date: The mid-semester test will be conducted in 

the seventh week of the semester. Date for in-class test, submission of assignment 

and group presentation will be discussed in class with students. 

Academic Honesty: All classwork should be done independently, unless explicitly 
stated otherwise on the assignment handout. 
Learner profile 

This course foreign policy analysis is designed for third year (300 level) students in 

the department of Political science and Public Administration who had completed 

two academic session in Edo University. The average age expected is 21 years and 

the class is a mixed group of male and female gender.  

Learning Context 

The learning content for this course will be in two parts. The first part will entail 

classroom lecture interaction with all students. Topics in the course outline will be 

discussed in lecture room with all class participants. This will run from week one 

through to week nine. Thereafter in addition to classroom lecture interaction, 

students shall be divided into three groups for presentation on foreign policy of 

major powers for the next two weeks. While remaining one week will be for revision. 

Each group will be assigned a country. Students are expected to work, research and 

collaborate as a group in preparation for the presentation. Each group gives one 

presentation (approximately 15 minutes per group) to the class. 

Teaching and Learning Strategies: 

POL 318 

Week  1 PowerPoint presentation, Video clip, discussion in class and 

assigning of students into presentation groups. 

Week  2 PowerPoint presentation and discussion in class on lesson learnt from 

the video clip. 
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Week  3 PowerPoint presentation and discussion in class on lesson learnt from 

the video clip. 

Week  4 PowerPoint presentation/ discussion in class 

Week  5 PowerPoint presentation/ discussion in class 

Week  6 PowerPoint presentation/ discussion in class 

Week  7 PowerPoint presentation, Video clip and discussion in class on lesson 

learnt from the video clip. 

Week  8 PowerPoint presentation and discussion in class on lesson learnt from 

the video clip. 

Week 9-

11 

Presentation of group reports, discussions and Q&A. 

Week 11 Revision  

 

PREAMBLE 

Foreign policy analysis is an integral part of international relation. The definition of 

foreign policy has defied one universally acceptable definition. Therefore, the 

definition of foreign policy ranges from short to more detailed proportions. Foreign 

policy is generally regarded as a type of policy that transcends national boundaries. 

In spite of the various definitions of foreign policy, there is a common recognition 

that foreign policy is about national goals and the means and ways of propagating 

and achieving them.  

States in the international system engage in international politics in order further 

their national interest. National interest are the sum total of the values which a nation 

stand for and which it pursues or projects objectivity in its interactions with other 

nations. National interest serves two purpose. These are as an analytical tool and as 

an instrument of political action. 

Foreign policy analysis is an attempt to find rational explanations or interpret the 

actions of government. According to Dauda (2002), these include amongst other 
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things, how does a nation set its goals, order priorities, actuate the governmental 

policy making machinery and employ its human and natural resources to compete 

successfully with other nations in the international arena. 

There are various levels of analyzing foreign policy. The levels of analysis are; 

individual, state, legislative, bureaucracy and international levels. Each of these 

levels provide an insight into foreign policy actions of a given state. 

Dauda Saleh (2002) Foreign Policy: Formulation and Analysis. Nigeria: Caltop 

Publications Limited. 

 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

