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[NIGERIAN LEGAL SYSTEM, EDO UNIVERSITY IYAMHO]  

Legal Theories and Methods of Social Control through law 

Course Code:   PUL 111 

Course Title:   Legal Method I 

Number of Units:  4 

Course Duration:  3hours per week 

Course Lecturer:   Dr Simon Olufemi Abifarin 

Topic:    Legal Theories and Methods of Social Control through law 

 

Intended learning outcome 

At the completion of this Course, Students are expected to: 

1. Understand the different aspects of law 

2. Appreciate the functions of law in a society 

3. Understand the classification of law 

4. Show sufficient knowledge in law as an instrument of social control 

5. Appreciate the basic principles of legislative drafting. 

Course details 

Week 1: Theories of law, Objectives of law and theories of functions of law 

Week 2: Methods of social control through law; and Legislative Drafting 

Resources 

Lecturer’s office Hours 

Dr. Olufemi Abifarin  Mondays 8:00-10:00am 

Course lecture Notes: http://www.edouniversity.edu.ng/oer/  

Books: 

 Nnamdi Ebo Legal Method Lawlords publication Abuja 2012 

 Abiola Sanni Introduction to Nigerian Legal method. Obafemi Awolowo University 

press 2012 

 Ese Malemi The Nigerian Legal method Princeton publishing co Lagos 2012 

 John H. Farrah and A.M. Dugdate Introduction to Legal Method Sweet and Maxwell 

London 1990 

 K.O. Odabi Handbook on legal Ethics and professional conduct Europe publishing 

Corporation Benin City 2012 

 Sharon Hason Legal method Cavendish publishing ltd London 1999 

GRADING: 

Test:       30%  

Examinations:    70%  

Total:      100% 

Assessments: 

Any Student who submits assignment late, fails to do or misses any test without 

a cogent reason shall be scored zero. Seventy-five per cent class attendance is a 

precondition to write the exam at the end of the semester. Note: The names of 

students who meet the required attendance will be published not later than 

two weeks to the end of the semester examinations. 

 

 

 
 

http://www.edouniversity.edu.ng/oer/compsc/cmp122.pdf
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THEORIES OF LAW 

In order to satisfactorily answer the question “what is law?” one needs to delve into the realm 

of Jurisprudence. Jurisprudence, as a field of study of the foundation of law seeks to ask 

several questions such as; 

 What is the purpose of law in a society 

 What is a legal system 

 What is the relationship between law, morality and power 

 What sort of Act should be subjected to punishment and what sort of punishment 

should be permitted. 

The main schools of Jurisprudence include the following and are discussed as follows: 

 The Natural Law School 

 The Positive School of Law 

 The Sociological School of Law 

 The Historical School of Law 

 The Realist School of Law 

 The Utilitarian School 

 The Marxist School of Law, etc. 

OBJECTIVES OF LAW 

The objectives of law are the main purpose for which law is directed in a society. 

From the functions of law discussed before now, the objectives of law that can be deduced 

are as follows: 

1. Law and order 

2. Law and justice 

3. Law and freedom 

4. Law and the state 

5. Law and legitimacy 

6. Law and sovereignty 

7. Law and morality. 

. 

THEORIES OF THE FUNCTIONS OF LAW 

Different people have suggested different functions of the law in the society. But these 

various functions of law can be categorized according to the following theories: 

1. Consensus Model 
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2. Conflict of Pluralist Model 

3. Open Model 

4. Marxist Theory. 

LAW AS A MEANS OF SOCIAL CONTROL 

Law is one of the Instruments by which Social Control is maintained in a society. In this role, 

it is assisted by other means of social control such as 

 Public Opinion 

 Education 

 Custom 

 Religion 

 Parental control/Peer group 

 Peer group. 

However, law remains the most formal and deliberate means of social control. In its duty to 

control the society, it applies certain accepted techniques and or methods. These methods 

include: 

1. The Penal technique 

2. The Grievance-Remedial technique 

3. The Private Arranging technique 

4. The Administrative Regulatory technique 

5. The Constitutive technique 

6. The Conferral of social benefit technique 

7. The Fiscal technique. 

LEGISLATIVE DRAFTING 

Legislative drafting is a product of what started as a proposal that is transformed into bills 

which is carefully prepared by the draftsman. Drafting of a bill requires serious technical 

expertise so as to project the express objective of the legislation. These expertise include: 

1.Qualities of a Draftsman 

2.The Language of Legislation 

As far as the external structure of a bill is concerned, punctuations, marginal notes, 

schedules are important. These points mentioned above are the main external 

structures of a bill. 

(1.) Long titles 

(2.) Preambles 

(3.) Short Titles 

(4.) Definitions 
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(5.) Principal provisions 

(6.) The date of commencement. 

Legislative Process 

The process of passing a Bill into law is a function of the type of government that is in power 

since Nigeria has been governed by civilians and military government at different times. The 

topic shall be discussed under the two respective periods ie. under the 1979 and 1999 

Constitutions. We shall also discuss the topic of Law making Process under the Military 

Rule. 

Assignments: 

(1.) Theories have been advanced in the various theories of law. Discuss? 

(2.) What are the various methods of social control through law? 

Students are expected to: 

 Answer a question at the end of each week. 

 To be submitted promptly on Friday of every week. 

 

 


