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COURSE CODE: PUL 111 

COURSE TITLE: LEGAL METHODS 1 

NUMBER OF UNITS: 4 Units 

COURSE DURATION: Three hours  

TOPICS:  

i) Law and social order 

ii) Legal reasoning, logic and justification 

COURSE LECTURER: Simon Imoisi 

INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

At the completion of this course, students are expected to: 

1. Define law and establish its role in the society; 

2. Determine the various methods of social control through law; 

3. Determine the legal methods of reasoning; 

4. Apply legal reasoning and thought. 

COURSE DETAILS:  

Week 1-2: The legal profession, Law and social order  

Week 11: Legal reasoning, logic and justification 

RESOURCES 

• Lecturer’s Office Hours: 

• Mr Imoisi S.E.  Wednesdays 12:00-2:30pm. 

•Course lecture Notes: http://www.edouniversity.edu.ng/oer/compsc/cmp122.pdf 
• Books: 

1. The Nigerian Legal Method, 2
nd

 Edition, by Ese Malemi, 2012. ISBN: 978 978 906 046 7 

(Recommended) 

2. Introduction to Nigeria Legal Method, Edited by Abiola Sanni, 2nd Edition, 2006. 

ISBN:978-136-154-7  

3. Black’s Law Dictionary, 10
th

 Edition, by Bryan Garner. 

 

Grading System 

 Continuous Assessment 30% 

 Examination   70% 

 Total    100% 

http://www.edouniversity.edu.ng/oer/compsc/cmp122.pdf


  Law and social order: Legal reasoning, logic and justification 

 

Any Students who submits assignment late, fail to do it or miss any test without cogent 

reason shall be scored zero. Seventy-five percent class attendants is a precondition to write 

the exam at the end of the semester. 

Note:  Names of students who meet the required attendance percentage shall be published not 

later than two weeks to the end of the semester. 
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TOPIC 1: LAW AND SOCIAL ORDER 

Preamble 

Legal Method is the first course any student in the faculty of law is expected to undertake. 

The course exposes the student to the basic requirements for study of law. It also prepares 

the student for core law courses which the student shall undergo as time goes on. At the 

end of this class the student is expected to better appreciate the study of law and prepare 

the mind for more legal reasoning and thinking. It will also enable the student understand 

the study of law and what is required thereof. We shall begin by taking a look at the very 

concept of ‘legal method’ in the study of law. 

WHAT IS LEGAL METHOD? 

It is essentially the study of the basic principles, nature, sources, role of law and the methods 

law can be effectively applied for the benefit of individual and the society in general. 

                                                     WHAT IS LAW 

Law generally means the following: 

i) A rule 

ii) A rule of behavior 

iii) A code of conduct 

iv) Rules and regulations of a particular country 

v) Rules usually made by the legislative arm of government 

vi) The whole system of rules of a country 

LAW AND SOCIAL ORDER 
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  There is need for the activities of man to be regulated.  

 The social functions of law are:  

1.  Law helps to maintain public order.   

2.  It  fosters social order by facilitating cooperative action 

3.  It constitutes and regulates the principal organs of power.  

4.   It communicates and reinforces social valves. 

5. It guarantees the rights, freedoms and duties of persons 

6. It assures correction of wrongs, fairness and justice 

7. It assures progress and advancement of society 

8. It provides a framework for individual self actualization and for society to achieve its 

goals 

RELEVANCE OF LAW  

The relevance of law to society are too numerous to be listed, but some of them include: 

1. Law is a code of conduct. 

2. It is a means of resolving and settling disputes. 

3. It is an instrument for regulating society. 

4. It is an instrument  of political, economic and social change and stability 

5. Law provides an environment for persons to operate and realize their dreams and 

aspirations. 

6. It is an instrument of legitimacy 

7. It ensures order in a society; otherwise life would be brutish, nasty and short.  

CONCLUSION 
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Application of the law in regulating human activities is very important. Otherwise man will 

operate in a disorganized environment. The relationship between law and social order are like 

that of the Siamese twins. They are inseparable. 

The regulatory effect of law on human activities in our society today is understandable. This 

is because the law makes man’s behavior predictable at any given time. Therefore the 

presence of law in any society means peace, order, progress and stability. The absence of law 

definitely will lead to chaos, confusion and general felling of insecurity which will eventually 

lead to retrogression and backwardness. 

TOPIC 2 

 LEGAL REASONING AND APPROACH TO PROBLEMS 

Legal reasoning and the language of the law are very important tools in the operation of the 

Nigerian legal system particularly with respect to lawmakers and the judiciary. They assist 

the lawmakers to make good laws. They also assist the courts to interprete the law arrive at 

sound judicial decisions . 

Language simply refers to the principal means used by human beings to express themselves 

or communicate with one another. It is the chief medium of thought and communication. 

It is a very vital tool for lawyers since their profession is principally dependent on 

communication and thought. According to Denning MR; 

  To succeed in the profession of law, you must seek to cultivate 

command of language. Words are the jurists’ tool of trade. The reason 

why words are so important is because word are the vehicle of 

thought………. 
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TOOLS FOR LEGAL REASONING  

These tools include: 

i) Knowledge of the law, rules and legal principles 

ii) General knowledge  

iii) Facts 

iv) Language; spoken and written 

v) Persuasion 

vi) Logic 

vii) Common sense 

viii) Experience; and so forth 

 FUNCTIONS OF LEGAL REASONING 

1. It helps for better interpretation of laws 

2. It helps to make application of law easier 

3. It helps to make justice delivery more available to all persons 

4. It helps to bring about reforms in the law 

5. It helps to ensure a better legal system  

METHODS OF LEGAL REASONING 

1. Deductive reasoning, deductive logic, or syllogism 

2. Inductive reasoning, or inductive logic 

THE LIMITATIONS OF LEGAL REASONING 

1. A statement, argument, reasoning may be reasonable, sensible and valid but false. 
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2. Logical reasoning may lead to fallacy 

3. What is logical in a situation may be illogical in another situation. 

CONCLUSION 

The importance of legal reasoning and the use of logic in the life of a legal practitioner 

cannot be over-emphasized. It is the basic tool required for the discharge of legal duties in the 

legal profession. For a lawyer to convince the judge in a case he is conducting, such legal 

argument must be the product of logic and proper legal reasoning. Therefore the knowledge 

of this topic is very apt for the student. 

 

 

 

 

 


