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Instruction: Answer question 1 and any other three questions.  

1. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions after it.  

That afternoon, Dimka was on the field watching a hockey match. Two majors who happened 

to be there were converted to the plot. They were immediately recruited. The converts were 

Major Ogunmekan and Major Kassi. Dimka fixed a meeting at his house for six o’clock latest 

the following morning. After leaving the field, he went by the house of Bisalla to let him 

know that the action was taking place the following morning. Bisalla was not in or so Dimka 

was told. He insisted. Finally, he was convinced that he was not in. He left without leaving a 

message. Hopefully, when he heard over the radio, he would get into action to back Dimka 

with his own side of the action. 

Thus convinced, Dimka went back home. His senior wife asked him if he would eat and he 

said no, but asked her to bring him beer. While he drank the beer, he went over the speech he 

would broadcast in the morning, as well as the second broadcast he could make which would 

have to be more substantial than the first. For the first one, he would adapt Major Nzeogwu’s 

speech of January, 1996, and for the second, he intended to plagiarise Colonel Acheampong’s 

broadcast on his coup against the government of Busai in Ghana. 

(Source: Kole Omotosho, Just Before Dawn, Pp 11)  

a. Analyse each of the underlined words numbered (i-x) in the passage into morphemes. 

Classify each morpheme accordingly. 

i. Converted 

ii. They 



iii. Latest 

iv. Morning 

v. Finally 

vi. Heard 

vii. His 

viii. More 

ix. Substantial 

x. Nzeogwu’s 

b. Give the grammatical name of each of the underlined words in the passage (and listed 

below) and state its grammatical function in the sentence containing it. 

i. Immediately 

ii. Following 

iii. Bisalla 

iv. His 

v. Him 

c. Identify an example of a word each that has undergone each of the following word-

formation processes. 

i. Conversion 

ii. Affixation 

2. “Allomorphs are variations of the phoneme”. Discuss, citing copious examples. 

3. Write exhaustively on the following in relation to morphemes. 

i. Stem 

ii. Root 

iii. Base 

4. Discuss any five morphological processes you know. 

5. Identify and discuss the distinguishing features of inflectional and derivational 

morphemes. 

6. a. Read the text below and analyse the structure of the underlined words and classify 

the morphemes accordingly. 

The men came when we were outside the house. Unfortunately, the girl who saw them 

was shivering instead of raising an alarm. By the time we realised what had happen, it 

was too late. We gave a hot chase with a highly fortified vehicle donated to the 

institution. 



b. Discuss the structural classification of words. 
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1. (a) Do a phonemic transcription of the following words. 

i. table 

ii. simple 

iii. educate 

iv. hospital 

v. mother 

    

 

(10 marks) 

(b) Describe the following speech sounds. 

i. /t/ 

ii. /n/ 

iii. /m/ 

iv. /d/ 

v. /v/ 

vi. /f/ 

vii. /z/ 

viii. /ʃ/ 

ix. /ʤ/ 

x. /b/ 

xi. /s/ 

xii. /j/ 

xiii. /g/ 

xiv. /k/ 

xv. /w/  (15 marks) 



2. Write extensively on the branches of phonetics.     (15 marks) 

3. Discuss the parameters for describing consonant sounds.     (15 Marks) 

4. Write briefly on the following. 

i. Approximants ii. Plosives iii. Nasals     (15 marks) 

5. Discuss the oro-nasal process.        (15 marks) 

6. Citing relevant examples, write on the parameters for describing vowel sounds. (15 marks) 


