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Course Code: ENG 112 Course Title: English Phonetics and Phonology I 

Instruction: Answer question one (1) and any other three (3) questions. Marks would 

be awarded for clarity of expression and organisation of ideas. 

        Time: 3hrs  

1. a. Identify the vowels in the underlined letters of the following words. E.g. look - 

/u/ 

Each vowel correctly identified carries 2 marks. 

i. Letter /ə/   ii. Says /e/  iii. White /ai/ iv. Mother /ʌ/ v. Pool /u:/ vi. 

Wheel /i:/ 

vii. Man /ᴂ/ viii. Church /ᴣ:/ ix. Gaol /ei/ x. Sun /ʌ/ (20 Marks) 

b. Describe the following vowel sounds. 

Each correct description carries one mark. 

i. /e/ ii. /u/ iii. /i:/ iv. /a:/ v. /ə/.  (5 marks) 

2. a. What is phonetics?     (5 marks) 

Phonetics is the scientific study of speech sounds. It is the branch of language and 

linguistics that studies how speech sounds are made or produced. The study of 

phonetics has three categories which include articulatory, auditory and acoustic. 

A full description of phonetics should attract 5 marks. Marks should be distributed as 

follows: 

i. Excellent: 4-5 marks 

ii. Good: 3 marks 

iii. Average: 2 ½ marks 

iv. Poor: 0- 2 marks 

b. Differentiate clearly between phonetics and phonology. 
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Students are expected first to define each term and then proceed to identify the 

differences between phonetics and phonology. This will attract 10 marks in the 

following distribution.  

i. Excellent: 8- 10 marks 

ii. Good: 6 - 7 ½  

iii. Average: 4 – 5 ½ 

iv. Poor: 1- 3 

  

3. Write extensively on the indispensability of the following to speech production. 

A robust discussion of each of the following organs of speech will attract 5 marks. 

Marks should be distributed along the following lines: 

I. Excellent: 4 ½ - 5 marks 

II. Good: 2 ½ - 4 marks 

III. Poor: 1- 2 marks 

i. Vocal cords 

Students are expected to describe the vocal cords, identify its location in the 

oral tract and explain its importance and indispensability to speech 

production, especially how it determines the voice or voicelessness of speech 

sounds.  

ii. Tongue 

Students are expected to describe the tongue, identify its location and state its 

indispensability to speech production. Part of the explanation should focus on 

the tongue’s contribution to producing dental, labiovelar, alveolar, palato-

alveolar, palatal and velar sounds, as well as other speech sounds. 

iii. Velum 

The velum is the soft palate. It is located immediately after the hard palate. It 

is the soft smooth surface that determines if a sound is oral or nasal. A similar 

discussion and more should fetch the student a good mark. 

4. a. Distinguish between monophthongs and diphthongs. (8 Marks) 

Students are expected to first define monophthongs and diphthongs before going on to 

list out the differences between them. Mark distribution will include: 

Excellent: 7 – 8 marks 

Good: 5 ½ - 7 marks 

Average: 4 – 5 marks 



Poor: 1- 3 marks 

b. Write briefly on the oro-nasal process. (7 Marks) 

The oro-nasal process is the process through which the velum is either raised or 

lowered to produce oral and nasal sounds. Marks should be distributed as follows: 

i. Excellent: 6-7 marks 

ii. Good: 3 ½ - 5 marks 

iii. Average: 3 – 3 ½  

iv. Poor: 1-2  

 

5. a. Explain succinctly the difference between a consonant and a vowel sound. (6 

marks) 

Students are expected to define consonants and vowels before enumerating their 

differences. Marks should be distributed as follows: 

i. Excellent: 5-6 marks 

ii. Good: 3 ½ - 4 marks 

iii. Average: 2 ½ - 3 marks 

iv. Poor: 1-2 

 

b. Discuss the parameters for describing vowel sounds. (9 marks) 

The parameters for describing vowel sounds include tongue-height, part of the 

tongue, shape of the lips and length of the vowel. A full description would attract 9 

marks. Marks are distributed as follows: 

Excellent: 7-9 marks 

Good: 5 ½ - 6 ½ marks 

Average: 3 ½ - 5 marks 

Poor: 1-3 marks 

 

6. State and discuss the branches of phonetics. (15 marks) 

There are 3 branches of phonetics. They include: Articulatory, auditory and acoustic 

phonetics. Each branch, fully discussed, will attract 5 marks. Marks can be 

distributed as follows:  

Excellent: 4 – 5 marks 

Good: 2 ½ - 3 ½ marks 

Poor: 1-2 marks 


