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                   EDO UNIVERSITY IYAMHO  
                         Department of Political Science and Public Administration      
                         POL 313: HISTORY OF POLITICAL THOUGHT I 

 
Instructor: Dr. Efanodor-Obeten Harriet, email: efanodor.harriet@edouniversity.edu.ng 

Lectures: Monday, 1pm – 3 pm, LT1, phone: (+234) 8039430181 

Office hours: Tuesday, 12.00 to 2 pm, Office: 1st floor Administrative Building Rm 17. 

 

 
Course description: The course examines selected classical, medieval, renaissance and age of 

enlightenment political thinkers such as Plato, Aristotle, St Augustine of Hippo, St Thomas Aquinas, 

Marsilo of Padua, Nicollo Machiavelli,  etc. with special emphasis on the germination and impacts 

of their ideas.  

Learner’s profile 

This is course designed for third year (300 level) students in the department of Political science and 

Public Administration who had completed two academic sessions in Edo University Iyamho.  

Course Objectives 

(i)   To introduce students to the development of political thought/theory through the classical, 

        medieval, renaissance to the era of enlightenment. 

(ii) To highlight basic points about the nature of political thought/theory. 

(iii) To critical examine the predominant ideas of political thinker of each era. 

(iv) To explain the major ideas of each political thinker and their relevance to political realities of this 

time. 

(v)  To assess the contributions of each political thinker’s idea on contemporary politics.  

(vi) Exposing students to critical thinking on the nature and reason of state.  

 

Expected Outcome: at the end of the course, students should be able; 

(a) To demonstrate a good knowledge of the development of political thought/theory of the 

classical, medieval, renaissance and enlightenment ages. 

(b) To explain factors that facilitated the development of political thoughts. 

(c) To identify major ideas of each political philosopher. 

(d) To critically evaluate the contentions and predominant ideas of political thinkers in each 

epoch. 

(e) To demonstrate an understanding of why each political philosopher are product of their epoch. 

(f) To explain the relevance of the ideas of each political thinker to political realities of our time. 

(g) To demonstrate an understanding of the impact of the ideas on contemporary politics. 

(h) To proffer informed ideas and strategies on contemporary political challenges of states. 

 

 

Course Assessment Marking Scheme 
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Assessment  Marks 

In class test 5 marks 

Assignment  10 marks 

Quizzes/presentation 5 marks 

Mid semester test 10 marks 

End of semester examination  70 marks 

Total  100% 

 

From the table above there are four continuous assessment tasks, the four assessment tasks are seen 

as complementary opportunities for students to show the extent to which they have achieved the 

course objectives. The end of semester examination assessment will be based on the marking scheme. 

Attendance: Attendance is compulsory, 75% class attendance to enable candidate seat for exams 

Test/ Assignment Submission date: The mid-semester test will be conducted in the seventh week 

of the semester. Date for in-class test, submission of assignment and group presentation will be 

discussed in class with students. 

Learning Context 

The learning content for this course will be in two parts. The first part will entail classroom lecture 

interaction with all students. Topics in the course outline will be discussed in lecture room with all 

class participants. This will run from week 1 through to week 10. Thereafter in addition to classroom 

lecture interaction, students shall be divided into groups for presentation for one week. While 

remaining one week will be for revision. 

Lecture time duration for the course per week is 2 hours. The duration of the contact will be two 

hours. During this contact, the class will be splinted into small groups after 45 minutes. This is to 

enable interaction between students and to allow slow and shy learners to participate actively. After 

the short interlude, the remaining part of the lecture will continue.   

At the beginning of the course the class will be splinted into groups.  Each group will be assigned a 

topic from the course outline. Students are expected to work, research and collaborate as a group in 

preparation for the presentation. Each group gives one presentation (approximately 10 minutes per 

group) to the class.  The term paper must be well presented, clearly legible, and, where appropriate, 

include references. 

Each presentation will have two stages: 

• An introduction 

• A treatment of knowledge issues 
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Augustine, (1972). Concerning the City of God against the Pagans, Translated by Henry Bettenson 

and edited by D. Knowles. Middlesex: Penguin Book. 

George, H. Sabine and Thomas L. Thorson, (1973).A History of Political Theory. Hinsdale, Illinois: 

Dryden Press. 

Lewis, E. (1954). Medieval Political Ideas. New York: 

Machiavelli (1937) The Prince. London: Pulver Jeffrey. 

Matthew, I. Nwoko, (1988). Basic World Political Theories: Ancient – Contemporary. Nekede, 

Owerri: Clarentian Press. 

Mukhi, H.R. (2007). History of Western Political Thought. New Delhi: SBD Publishers. 

Okereke, N.C. (2004). Citizen and State: An Introduction to Political Discourses. Lagos: Elim 

Publishers. 

Okoh, A.O. (2005) History of Political Thought Classical to Modern: An Introduction. Lagos: 

AMFITOP books. 

Course Contents 

Module 1: Background to Classical Political Thought 

Week 1:  Concept of Political Thought  

Nature and origin of political thought 

Week 2: Greek political thought before Plato 

Module 2: Classical Political Thought 

Week 3: Political theory of Plato (428-347 B.C) 

Week 4: Aristotle: His life and times (384-322 B.C) 

Week 5: Marcus Tulius Cicero (106-143 B.C) 

Module 3: Medieval Political Theory 

Week 6: St Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) 

Week 7: Europe in the middle ages 476-1453 AD 

Week 8: St Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274 AD) 

Week 9: Marsilo of Padua 

Module 4: The Renaissance 

Week 10: Nicollo Machiaveli 1469-1527 AD 
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Week 11: Term paper presentation 

Week 12: Revision 

 


