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General overview of the lecture:

• This course will be concerned with the types
and nature of political parties and pressure
groups. The difference between political
parties and pressure groups, their aims and
objectives, methods of achieving their aims
and their relationships with the rest of the
society will also be the focus of this course.
The course will further study party systems,
regime types and impact of political culture,
party ideology and political systems.



Prerequisite:
It is vital that the students pay attention to the
happenings around them especially now that Nigeria
is approaching election period. Even listening to both
radio and television commentaries, learners are more
likely to pick one or two things about political parties,
their roles, aims and objectives in any democratic
political system. Also, reading through the pages of
newspapers about the ongoing labour disputes with
various trade unions, the students are expected to be
agitated to ask relevant questions that will lead to
likely answers as to the nature, duties and relevance
of pressure groups.



Learning Outcomes:
• On successful completion of the course, students should be able to:
1. Define and understand the meaning, origin and development

of political parties
2. Explain the meanings and differences between political parties

and pressure groups
3. Realize that each country operates different forms of

government whether cabinet or presidential system and that a
country decides to adopt a particular system of government
because it is suitable for its peculiar circumstances, and
also because it has evolved, historically, in response to the
specific needs of such society.

4. Use Nigeria as a case to explain how the different linkage devises
such as political parties and pressure groups developed
historically, and function to affect any political system.

5. Demonstrate the usefulness of political parties, pressure groups
and civil societies in propagation of democracy.



Assignments

• We shall have four continuous assessment tasks; the four
assessment tasks are seen as complementary opportunities
for the students to show the extent to which they have
achieved the course objectives. All assessment tasks have
at their centre, reflection of knowledge issues but this
reflection is demonstrated differently in each. The
emphasis in the in-class and mid semester test is on
demonstrating an understanding of knowledge. It is thus,
distinguished from the quizzes/presentations and the
assignment tasks, where students are required to show
their thinking skills in the analysis of political parties and
party system in one hand and political parties and pressure
groups on the other hand that may be primarily
conceptual, current and contending in nature.



Grading/Course Assessment Marking Scheme

Assessment Marks

In-Class Test 10 marks

Home work 10 marks

Mid-semester Test 10 marks

End of Semester

Examination

70 marks

Total 100%
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Courseware - Pol 416- Political Parties and Pressure Groups

• Political Parties and Pressure Groups
1. Meaning of Political Parties 
2. Origin and Evolution of Political Parties in Nigeria
3. Party Organisation and Political Ideologies 
4. Features, Functions of Political Ideologies 
• Classification of Party System
5. Single- Party System: Merits and Demerits of Single- Party System 
6. Two -Party Systems: Merits and Demerits of Two-Party System 
7. Multi-Party Systems: Features, Merits and Demerits
8 Internal Democracy in Political parties especially in Nigeria
• Pressure Groups
9 Meaning and Origin of Pressure Groups 
10. Classification of Pressure Groups 
11. Techniques Used by Pressure Groups to Achieve their Objectives
12. Differences between Political Party and Pressure Group
13. Pressure Groups and the Nigerian State.



Meaning of Political Parties:

• Political parties are organised group of people
who come together to pursue specific policies
and objectives with the motive of taking control
of state power, by acting together as a political
unit.

• A political party is an organisation of like-minded
citizen which seeks to promote and advance
certain general objectives on which its members
agreed.



Meaning of Political Parties Contd.

• Political party as an instrument of catching power.

• A political party is a platform or machinery for
taking part in the struggle for power.

• A political party is a formally organised group that
performs the functions of educating the public ...
that recruits and promotes individuals for public
office and that provides a comprehensive linkage
function between the public and governmental
decision makers.



Origin and Evolution of Political 
Parties in Nigeria

• As soon as the Clifford Constitution which was introduced
in 1922 came into force in 1923, the elective principle
which allocated three seats to Lagos in the Legislative
Council stimulated great awakening in the Island city of
Lagos. Several socio-political groups emerged for the
purpose of elections.

• Out of these political parties and groups, the Nigerian
National Democratic Party easily became the dominant
party. The party was formed and founded by Herbert
Macaulay in 1923. The candidates presented by the NNDP
won all the Legislative Council Seats in 1923, 1928 and
1933.



Party Organisation and Political 
Ideologies

Party Organisation:
• There is no formal structure or pattern about the way a 

political party should be organised.
• Each party is free to adopt the method of organisation

it deems fit. 
• In Nigeria, party structure is highly centralised with an 

executive committee as the highest organ of decision-
making.

• Membership of this party can be obtained by applying 
to the ward chairman through the secretary where one 
lives and the applicant pays the prescribed registration 
fees of admission. 



Party Organisation:

• The party is organised and administered at the following
levels: (a) Ward (b)LGA; (c) Senatorial District (d) State (e)
Zonal and (f) National.

• A party secretariat is also created at all levels of the party.
• The party is also divided into various organs right from

Ward Executive Congress to National Congress to enhance
easy decision-making process.

• There is a national working committee that is solely
charged with the responsibility of day to day administration
of the party and is responsible to the National Executive
Committee.

• The national working committee is also empowered to act
in case of emergency and perform any other function
assigned to it by the National Executive Committee.



Political Ideologies

• Ideology---an action oriented system of ideas or beliefs that
identifies the problems besetting the structures and
process of a society, and the alternative programmes and
strategies for establishing another system that will
overcome the observed deficiencies.

• Political ideology is a set of ideas, beliefs and values that
guides political party on economic and social actions it aims
to pursue or maintain. It gives direction to political and
economic system of the party. People often describe
ideologies according to their political inclinations,
ideologies to the right or left, reactionary or radical,
conservative or revolutionary, etc.



Features of Political Parties Contd:

2. Political parties should aim at contesting
elections in order to gain political power and
subsequently form the government.

3. A political party is supposed to air their views on
topical issues affecting the country.

4. People who share similar political opinions,
interest and beliefs normally come together
because political parties are supposed to be
associations of people of like-minded interests.



Features of Political Parties Contd

5. Political parties should be organised in such a way
that everybody in the society will be aware of.

6. In addition, they always employ persuasive
techniques when they want to appeal to the
electorates rather than using coercive means, they
organise rallies, congresses and conventions as
part of their normal duties.

7. A political party should have clearly stated ideologies.



Functions of Political Parties

• Political parties perform the function of
interest articulation

• They educate the people about government
policies and disseminate vital information to
the members of the public.

• Avenue for changing government.

• Political recruitment.

• Political parties help the electorate to actively
participate in election.



Functions of Political Parties

• Political representation.

• Promoting sense of national unity: unifying
factor for different sectional interest
regardless of their ethnic origin or religious
affiliation.

• Political parties also perform welfare, social
and humanitarian functions like provision of
jobs for its members and building recreational
centers.



Classification of Party System
Single- Party System: Merits and Demerits of

Single- Party System

Two -Party Systems: Merits and Demerits of
Two-Party System

Multi-Party Systems: Features, Merits and
Demerits

Internal Democracy in Political parties
especially in Nigeria



Pressure Groups
Meaning and Origin of Pressure Groups 

Classification of Pressure Groups 

Techniques Used by Pressure Groups to 
Achieve their Objectives

Differences between Political Party and 
Pressure Group

Pressure Groups and the Nigerian State.


